Notes from April 1 SC13 Planning Meeting

Team introduction and welcome.
Participants:
· Nathan, Ames
· Beth Cerny, ANL
· Scott Ehling, ANL
· Mike McGuigan, BNL
· Ruth Pordes, Fermilab
· Eric Whiting, INL
· Chip Watson, J Lab
· Denise, LANL
· Parks Fields, LANL
· Jon Bashor, LBNL
· Blaise Barney, LLNL
· Steve Hammond, NREL
· Becky Verastegui, ORNL
· Ashley Barker, ORNL
· Mary Anne Wuennecke, PNNL
· Tofigh Azemoon, SLAC
· Sandra (taking over for Karen Haskell), SNL

Booth contractor and procurement
Jon Bashor reported that ASCR will be supporting the booth at $225,000, based on past estimates of the cost of deploying the LBNL booth. The funding is based on keeping most of the current booth structure, but changing the graphics to make it a DOE booth and adding flat panel displays for electronic posters. LBNL will work with the Delphi Group, the vendor that has supported LBNL’s booth for 8+ years.

LBNL has staged a 40x40 booth, but it will be expanded to 40x50 this year.

Booth design
Visualizations: The LBNL design includes a 3D TV for scientific visualizations running off a DVD player. There was discussion that lab staff will need to attend to the demo in order to make sure it’s working properly, retrieve glasses from visitors. (Note: Jon asked the LBNL vis group and they said the system uses a standard Blu-Ray DVD player and Samsung 3D TV.)l LANL volunteered a workstation to drive the TV, LLNL said they have and 80-inch rear-projection system.

The circular bar in the center of the booth is covered in fabric and illuminated from within. It provides front-row seating for the featured talks, with space around for standees. The AV setup includes a monitor, microphone and speakers.

The current booth design can accommodate 10 printed posters. To accommodate the expected number of posters, LBNL plans to use flat-panel displays instead. Beth Cerny said Argonne uses MacMinis to drive their screens and Gnote to create the posters. Beth also suggested creating a common template for posters to support the overall idea of a joint DOE booth. Discussion of how to select posters to view included touch screens. Eric Whiting of Idaho suggested a hybrid approach, with posters stored on a USB drive and having them loop, with the ability to call up specific posters. 

Buddy Bland of ORNL, though not on the call, had earlier suggested theme areas for the booth, such as facilities, science areas, etc.

Demo stations: LBNL currently has one component that provides space for 2 demos. This was built to accommodate hands-on demos for SC11.

It’s important for the booth to project a unified presence, incorporating a common design theme.

Booth focus / theme
There was discussion that having an overall theme (or 2 or 3) would help focus booth content. Participants were asked to send their theme ideas to Becky.

Website for planning team and participants
Blaise said that the NNSA labs create an internal website for coordinating their booth each year (Example: https://asc.llnl.gov/sc/sc11/index.php). The consensus was to use this model for SC13. The site would provide information on contacts, minutes, committee organization, ideas for content, maps, necessary forms, etc. One useful form has been an “expression of interest in participating” for scientists to fill out for proposing a poster or demo.

There was also discussion of publicizing the booth as SC13 nears, including the use of social media. Jon said LBNL has a social media expert on staff and he would try to enlist her help to focus the efforts.

Giveways
Popular giveaways in the past have included pint glasses with visualizations (ANL), micro-fiber cloths (PNNL) and lenticular (3D) postcards (LBNL). The issue of how to pay for these was also discussed as they are unallowable costs.

Roles / Responsibilities
The consensus is to organize the committee into subgroups to work on projects such as visualizations, giveaways, PR, etc. Committee members interested in leading or helping with certain areas should contact Becky.

Future telecons
The next telecon will be held at 9 a.m. (Pacific) Monday, April 15. The consensus is that meetings should continue on a biweekly basis.

